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ENGLISH FOIK-MUSIC IN DANCE AND SONG LCef~ W -L-P ) “-1L:Gl|
IFERENGCE Reld at THR GOUE ALLERY,H,REGENT ST,
Thursday,November 14th,1907 = 8.30 pm,
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The Hon,NEVILLE LYTTON presided. fate 5?¢¢waLHWJ¢u,.L.¢1 ey

A & Gl Cluiirem v
- IThe Chairman:This Folk-Song movement is one of such extreme interest &
“Importance that I am exceeding proud to occupy the position of Chairman of
-+ this conference,l will at once ask Miss Neal to make her statement with
regard to the situation,
Miss Neal:iMr,Chairman,ladies & Gentlemen:As I am the convenor of the Confer-
- ence,l feel I ought to tell you why I called it,&,in order to do this,I
-~ must give you a little history of the revival of FolkeMusic,which has
- . taken place in the last 2 or 3 yrs.in a back street in an out=of=the-way
art of london,I must tell you something about my club,& tell Fou too why
am s0 sure that this movement will succeed,A club leader is a very good
i:ﬂga of what is gd to be popular,because unless the members are .
terested & unless they like their ieadar,that leader has no hold on the
club.Once I was talking to my Gifls' Club about a tour in Switzerland;I
was much interested myself & thought I was giving a very interesting talk,
The girls were quite quiet,.Presently someone came to the door & sald "Come
on,girls!",In pne moment my audience had entirely melted 'away,I have never
tried a talk on Swiss travel since,because they don't care a bit about it.
I had an example last week of how interested they are in this Folk=Song
movement,The 5th.Nov.is an exciting night for girls & boys in my neighbou-
rhood - we go to Hampstead Heath.So I said to them,"Iook here,girls,I hope
ou are not going to do as you did last year;I am not going to have Mr,
acllwaine come to empty benches.I don't at all mind ypur goling to Hampe
stead Heath,but you must tell me if you mean to do 80."0nly 6 quite young
ones sald they intended to go,& when the Singing Class met on Nov.5th,the
class was nearly complete,That,I think,is a test as to whether FdlkeMusic
is popular.I believe we have found a way to interest working boys & girls;
gb%E-ﬂuBiu really appeals to the folk themselves,especially to the young
OLK,

The mere fact that we are able to call a Conference like this shows that
=t the subject interests other people besides the working boys & girls.
Everybody one talks to is interested,no matter what their class,education
or experience.In our club we have always made a great point of nusic,
dancing & acting,&,in spite of all the Puritanical ‘judgments I have heard

I think it is an excellent thing.Acting is an especially good thing,I
have seen a little serviang girl entirely transformed by acting the King of
England for several nights.We had an exceedingly na ty girl who had to

- be Bt.Ellizabeth of Hungary:it gave her a different idea=& tao me.too-of whal
-t a Saint is.We have had shy & awkward girls who have had to be fairies,
& the effect has been excellent.When I hear the Folk-Song'"Madam,will you
walk with me?"I think what a ﬁnad thing it is for the boy to address the
girl as "My sweet & only dear®.If you knew the way the boys talk to the
girls,you would say that is a good moral lesson,In our club we came to the
end of our tether 2 yrs.,ago as to finding the girls music to sing.We used
to sing Centatas=-those described as"Cantatas fer Female Voices only =&
though once we got to the height of singing in 3 parts,the girls never
sang these Cantatas after the occasion was over,we never heard any more
about them,

2 yrs.ago,when we were talking over what we should do for the Singing
Class next winter,Mr.MacIlwaine said he had seen an interview ih the
"Morning Post"witha Mr,Sharp,who had been collecting FolkeMusic in Somersei
-t,0n that particular day, at Littlehampton he said. to, me,"This is,I ... -
believe,going to be a great revival",I think you will agree that that

rophecy has come true.Il went to call on Mr,Sharp & asked if he would give
Eiﬂ views as to whether these Songs were suitable for a @irls' Club? He
thaught they would be exactly the thing,& that,although they looked
difficult,there was Bumatging in the English girl which would respond to
the Music - somthing like a spiritual 6th.sense,After we started the girls
were simply intoxicated with the music.One of the girls taught another 2 of
These Bongs.They never taught each other a CantatalMany of the boys
listened outside & learnt the Songs.One night 1 of the glub members was
singing"& there's the Fool without & here's the Mald within",when there
was a yell,& a friend explained"Tts her young man outside & he heard her
saylng he was a fool",.All sorts of amusing things like that happen.,I asked
Mr,Shhrp if he knew of any dances to go with the songs & he sald he had
found some men in Oxfordshire who dances,The men were bricklayers,& I went
down & interviewed them - after calling on the wives & getting their
permission,I asked if they would come to Iondon & teach the dances? They
had never been to Iondon in their lives,& they came up in fear & trembling,
¥r.MacIlwaine went to the station to meet them & brought them safely to
the Club,where in 2 evenings & one afternoon they taught the Girls about
10 Morris dances.They told me that our girls learnt more in 2 nights than

—
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the country lads 1n 6 msnths,They were extraordinaryily good pupils =they
hade heard the Folk-lMusic & got it into their heads.We had had Scotch
National dances & Irish National Dances,& on special occasions we had had
real bagpipes.The girls were initistad 1ntn Folk-Music before we had the
Morris dances,é we have taken them into the country for a fortnight at a
time,which has given them a little of the spirit of the country.
We gave these dances lst of all at a Xmas party,& afterwards everybody
came - & sald we ought to give Eubliﬂ performance,We had never done this befozx
n's Hall,From that time onwards the thing has
steadily grown,.,We Ixdxmmwexxdnmexkit are having our 8th concert this month,
No on ‘e has been asked to come a&s a charity or as philanthropyjthey have
been asked to come & enjoy themselves,In spite of that,the Hall has been

.Pilled 7 times,

The next development was when people began writing letters,asking how they
could get hold of the dances?We arranged to send some of our girls out to
different Clubs & Institutes in Iondoni7 or 8 have been to other Girls!
Clubs & different sorts of Institutes,& we have afso instructed a good many
teachers who are going into Elementary Schools,Then it became a question of
going into the country,l took one of my girls away from her daily work
altogether & guaranteed her so much a week,I asked her to give me a list of
the places she has been to = you will see she gives sometimes a town &
sometimes a county - Wales,Devonshire,Derbyshire,Warwickshire,Berkshire,
Lundun10helsaa,Olevednn,Busaex.Eurray,ﬁent,Stratfurdrnn—ﬂvun & so on,That
is thé way in which the movement has gone on in the cuuntry.&hen it grew so
much that 1t became necessary to set another girl free,& now we have 2 girls
Whﬂ ﬂ,ﬂl .'"l;Ifi:l'Zl"lfir'l..#.!l.-.-h‘ifi.'l."l.:l'.ll'l,'l*l'-:l'.‘_-l.'lt-il'.'lr!'r'l-.l'{‘l'-'l-: nﬂthing bu_t gu ﬂmut thﬂ c{}untry‘
& 7 or 8 who do a great deal of teaching in Iondon.This week I have had an
offer for one of my girls to go out to New Zealand & start Morris dances in
the Golonies,& I asked Mr,.Pember Reeves to see me about it.A fortnight ago
Mr,Tate,the Minister of Public Instruction in Victoria,came to the 8lub,& I
have hopes that this movement will be started in the colonies before many
weeks are over,

Now I want +to discuss the future.,The thing has got quite beyond me & the
few people who started it,It is impossible for me to _go on working as I have
for the past 2 years,& besides I cannot do half'thﬂt&inss that are needed.I
spend hour after hour addressing circulars & so on,If we get a Society
gtarted,with a Name,& Committee & Officers,this is what I want lst of all -
I want %o approach the County Council.,They have issued instructions that
Organised Play is to be introduced into the schools,Teachers have asked me
- What does it mean? - What are we to do? I should like to go to the County
Council & say -="Why not have the National Dances as the Organised Play?"I
can supply teachers & set the whole thing going.let us havd the National
Dances the schools instead of the Organised Play.It is not enough for me
to go simply as thr Hon,Secretary of a Girls' Club:I must have some sort of
standing.Then,I want to get the old English Dances back into the parks &
pg:n spaces - I believe that can be done quite easily with a Society,All I
should want would be a policeman,4 sticks of wood,a piece of rope & one of
e girls.Rope in a space,have a policeman to keep it,let in % a dozen
youths or young girls & teach them a Morris Dance,In an hour they will have
taught )2 a dozen or mdre,Before long we should have to get Mr,Sharp to
organise the music,.We should have the people dancing once more,But,as I
said before,we must have more then a Girls' Club at the back of us.Il want
to continue sending out the boys & girls tothe villages to teach.I want all
the Poor Law children & the children in the Industrial Schools to be taught

‘Then,I should like to approach the City CompaniesjI do not see why they

should not help us with the finances,Another thing we want a Socliety for is

" this - to guard the purity of the Folk-Music,I have heard it said there is

no reason why someone should not do Cake-walks & call them Morris Dances.If
we had a Society,we should send out all teachers under the auspices of that

- Guild or Society,& grant certificatesjwe should not allow anyone to use our

o

ngme unless they taught really Folk-Music,A School Inspector in the North
says he 1s being met with much false Folk-Music = that it 1s a constant
struggle to keep the thing as it should be,I want to ensure that this
movement 1s kept- in the Prayer-Book sense of the word - a thoroughly
"vulgar" movement.I do not want it to get learned & academic & dull & stiff
iwe must keep it very simple & jolly & homely for the average boy & girl.,

I should be delighted to think of a band formed by village boys & girls
with combs & mouth organs.,

As a Society we must,of course,have some sort of Office & a paid Secretar
-~y &,naturally,there will be expenses connected with postage & printing,I
have had a charming letter from the Dean of Durham,also letters from
several people where my girls have been teaching,from Iord Lytton & from
Mr.Percy Harris,the chairman of the London County Cduncil,Most of you have
seen the charming cartoon in "Punch",I wrote to the Proprietor of "Punch"

& asked whetheb,if a Socliety were formed,he would be our freasurer & if he
would receive any funds subscribed towards the formation of the Society.He
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answeps that he will be very pleased to do this.I have had a further
‘létter from Mr,Agnew saying that "Punch"wishes us "God Speed".With"Punch"
at our back I think we need not have much fear for the future,
irH,C MacILWAINE:Mr,Chairman,Ladles & 'Gentlemen,I have come here to say
“something on my'uwn.particuia:”pituh“,aa regards this movement;I think Miss
Neal has Bald everything else,l teach the songs.We have been told that the
tunes are difficult;I do not want you to think there is anything hard about
- 3t,Perhaps the best wegy I can put it is to tell you that I personally am an
- amateur of ‘bhe rankest description,with Jjust an ear for tune & rhyt & a
certain gift for imparting tunes to others,The eat point about Folk-Song,
a8 I understand it,is that it 1s not an accomplishment at all,not anything
that has to be aquired;it appeals to somet In the children & it seems
the right instrument for appealing to them.,Folk-Song is not a thing
requir technique,as regards teaching - I speak as a teacher of tunes - it
is not a thing to be acquired with training,it is an instinet which,if you
once get 1t yourself,you can appeal to in others.I am going to crib from Mn,
Sharp - we constantly crib from one another - Mr,Sharp has called the
movement " a triunph of the amateur",Miss Neal says she does not want us to
undertake anything which the ordinary boy & girl cannot grasp & understand,
The merest amateur,with a léve of tune & rhythm,can undertake the whole
thing.Miss Neal has told you that the tunes have been taken up outside the
window of the Club,that we hear the Songs sung in the Market,That illustrate
-8 how easy 1t is,how anybody can do i1t.And it is welcome testimony;
formerly we were obliged to have a policeman to keep order outside.So far
as technique 1s concerned,all the girls are absolutely ignorant - they & I
are much the same buatiThia.ia for the encouragement of t he amateur.
Cultlvated people,who have had education to interfere with their intellect
‘are not beyond hopelThe unmusical people are all right,but there is hope
‘for the cultivat people,2 little children of about 7 & 9 came to 1 Concert
& heard the Girls sing,once,The next time I went to their house they had
the songs by heart with all the verses completelIt is true that the ILondon-
er is quick-witted,but I had another experience,I went down into Sussex,&
Sussex children are more stollid than Londoners.In 10 mins.there was the
Folk-Song,sung by quite different children,I had another class - young
ladles who were beilng trained as teachers - in 10 mins.they were going
strong,It spreads like magic,given the rhythm & the tune & that you drive
it at them,A lady came to me & wanted to know how this wonderful voice
production was managed?I knew nothing about it,8he said,™I have studied
under Anna Williamsj;I never heard such voice ?ruduntiun;it 1s quite unknown
".What humbug practice in voice production islI said,"I only get at the
voice God glves to every child",& she went awyxy unsatisfied,because there
.was no mumblé & jumble in it.Experts declare that the young woman,the girl,
the child,cannot learn the modal tune - a weird succession of intervals,all
the sharps where they ought not to be,I said,"I'wlill give you,against
expert opinion,a little bit of practical experiencejwe will see if the
Iondon girl cannot learn the modal tine,"I estsblished a time-keeper,& we
atarted on a song that by no chance could any girl have ever heard - it was
a modal tune with everything upside down & 4 falrly long versessln 6 mins,
they had the lst verse,the tones & semi-tones,& I was playing the airjin 9
mins,I was playing the accompaniment - very badly - & we had one verse
going complete with the wordsjin 19 mins,they sang the Song through without
mistakes from 1 end to the other!That illustrates the simplicity of the
thinﬁifhat some pedaple call so difficult,
r,CECIL J,SHARP:I have listened with the greatest pleasure & interest to Miss
ﬁgEI'E recital of the history of this movenment for the last 2 yrs.l have
only 1 grievance against the Esperance Club & it is this:Before Miss Neal
called upon me,I was flourishing in the role of prophet - I was phophesying
in the Dally Press & the columns of tthe "Morning Poat" as to what Folk=
Song could do,& I recelved the pleasure & the emoluments attached to that
Eésitinn;than the Esperance Club proved me correct,& ruined me as a prophet
I have had to retire,It annoys me that I did not pitech higher,because the
Esperance Club has not only proved me correct but I might have added 30 or
1l am not of a particularly cautious temperament,but I am rather
sanguine & enthuslastle,% look at the brighter side of things.I have been
trying not to overstate things,but all through facts have defeated me =
you can go further & further.For instance,Il never pushed the modal tune
forward,.When,with Mr,Burrows,I published a book furhhe use of Schools,I
left out 3 or 4 songs which I now know the children can learn with the
greatest case.With regard to the klorris Dances,the whole movement began
with the Esperance Club,l came across them 7 or 8 yrs ago,took down the
tunes & tried to advertise them & to get Clubs to take them up,Nobody took
the slightest interest till the Esperance Club came forward & the whole
thing was set alight,

& now I want to answer 1 objection felt & ressed by_a good m eople
who have said to me:"What is the use of bringfﬁg these gld %gingaaggtg nﬁr
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modern life? Merrie England is'gone - we cannet revive it."These people
nave an ldea that we are a lot of antiquarians & archaeclogists who want to
revive the past.We have no wish whatever to put back the clock or to attempt
'Eﬁx'ﬂf the theories like "Back to the Lend",etc,jwe do not seek to revive

- the Merrie England of the past,we want to create a Merry England of the

“present,These things are still living,we have still got a strong vitality;
there is a message for us in the present & for those who are to come after

“us,There 1s an extraordinary vitality in thils movement,lLast Saturday I was

.~ lecturing at Charterhouse & the boys were greatly delighted.I was particul-

~arly pleased to get a letter from one of themasking,"Can you tell me where
some of those Songs are to be got?It is so different to anything I have ever
heard",That puts the thing in a nutshell,Another letter is from a clergyman
in the country who had seen the Dances at t he Esperance Club,The "Church Fim:
Times" -~ a paper that goes into the Colonies - had a report,& they have been
deluged with correspondance,in the same way that Miss Neal has been,"We had
a letter this morning from Bloemfontein asking for particulars about the
Morris Dances,..Someone hopes the Morris Dances will meet the need,.. We
live in expectations of communications from Mars..." |

I do not know exactly what the scope of the Bociety is going to be,but I
think that we should keep ourselves to the line of popularisation,It would
be a pity if we overlapped with the other Socletliesjfor instance,the "Folk
Song Soclety" are doing the collecting part extrememly well - all the
sclentific part,the dull part - they cannodt do the popularisation.I would
suggest making popularisation almost our sole object,There is an immense
work to be done in that way.I feel much happier about the idea of collection
I think we may safely say thd& all that is to be collected stands a good
chance of being taken down & properly housed,We hope that some Society will
arise which will make use of the material in the present & leave it to the

.people to whom it properly belongs,

The CHAIRMAN read the following resolutionj

Conference decides to form a BSociety for t he further development
. of the ﬁ;autica of English Folk-Music in Dance & Song",

MR, E, BURROWS(H,M,Inspector of Schools in Sussex) before formally moving the
ﬁaquuEIun wished to say a few words of personal experlience.He had 1lst of
all been interested by seeing some Morris Dancing in the streets of
Stratford-on-Avon,& found that the men had been taught by Miss Florence
Warren,of the Esperance Club,The whole spirit of Morris Dances was so
strongly revived that this winter Warwickshire villages were challenging
each other at competitions in Morris Dancing,just as they would have done
in Elizabethan days,This has been brought about by the Esperance Club & its
message.,Under the Crown,Mr.Burrows was responsible for Elementary Education
in 2 counties & considered the amusements of the children were quite as
worthy of interest as their 'studies.In certain"Suggestions to Teachers",
both the Board of Education & the County Council laild down that Folk-Music
should be cultivated as part of the school music taught to the children,%
this for some very good reasons,the one which most commended 1tself to the
speaker being that a great deal of the ‘music taught in the Elementary
Schools was the most arrant rubblsh ever put together,He had never come
across an instance of a chlld being able to sing a song learnt as part of
the Bchool Music,ner found a parent who wanted to know what the child was
singing in Echuni.Theaa very official looking"suggestions"also advised
that part of each school day should de devoted to Organised Games in the
playgrounds.In many cases such organised games did notjexist ,& it was hard
to find any but oriXet or football,which few could play at one time,the
majority of playgrounds being small - consequently many children took to
horseplay.Therefore it was important to find something to take the place
of ur%aniaed games,& nothing seemed so good to him as these 0ld English
Folk Dances which encouraged exercise in every limb,After attending 1 of
the charming enbbrt ents at the small Queen's Hall,he felt everything
was to be galned fromthe movement,& with the help of Miss H&alkhey'began
to teach the Songs In West Sussex.Miss Florence Warren taught the Dances
to some students at one of the Training Colleges,young women who wou 1ld
later teke charge of schools & would spread phe knowlegdge,Then 50 or 60
teachers gave theilr names to join evening classes & were now beginning to

teach the Songs & Dances in their respective schools.Mr.Burrowsf said
that all his spare time was now taken up in orgsnising further instruction
in Folk-Music all over West Sussex%Miss Warren had been engaged for 5 week
& they had had engtertainments at Midhyrst & Horsham,That was a fair
instance of how a county could be worked up.Cne village school especially
had taken up Folk-Music ~ both Songs & Dance = most enthusiasticallyjthe
parents crowded round the doors to listen to the songs,& the children not
only danced the dances on the playgrounds in the wet weather,they danced
them going home & in the roads,Constantly a child would say:™"I sang that
song last night & grandfather sald it was a song he had not heard since he
was a boy & he sang with me,"That was the spirit they were anxious to
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introduce,The parents had asked that the children should give an entertaw
inment of Folk-Song Muslc in the village,& next year the village green
would be crowded with children stepping these Dances & singing these songs.

If ZThat could be done in West Sussex - where they moved uncommon slowly -
4t could be done in gther places,The music had got hold of the people;it

© reminded them of somthelng they wanted,brought out the best parts of thier
nature,All that was needed was a knowledge of how to set to work.In West
Sussex there was free communication between school mapagers & teachersjit
was only necessary to get those people together & talk,Perhaps the men &
thelr wives could not be taught these dances - it must be done through the
schools & the children,The bigger boys,the leafers -~ those uncomfortable
creatures between boys & men - could learn in the winter evenings,There
would be very little trouble if the right people helped,The same thing coul
be done in every town & v’'llage.The whole movement was ripe for development
It was impossible to go on as at present because the originators were being
asked to do more then human nature could accomplish,

With regard to the Resolution,Mr,Burrows theroughly agreed as to the
necesslty of the imprimata of such a Society being available for maintaining
the purlty of the Folk~Music,Many people misunderstood the movement,
suggesting such songs as "The Soldiers of the Queen™,simply because they
dealt with something national - they confused the ides of "National™ & "Fdk

confused what had been composed by one individual & what had grown intuite
ivaly.mhat was an important part of the contemplated Society,.Mr.Frank Remsm
Benson wrote suggesting the amalgamation of such a Soclety with a larger
Society for the promotion & study of the spirip of the Pageant,le,the idea
of keeping alive by Folk-Plays what the Pageants have already reviveds:
something permanent,fixing,crystallising th- history of our country as
represénted dramatically.Nr.Benson thought that Folk Dances might be one
part of a Bociety formed for several purposes.The spesker ventured to
suggest that this side of the question had not yet talen sufficiently
concrete shape.,lt was quite enough this evening to consider a Society for
FolksMusic alone,but the matter might be referred to 8. Committeejperhaps
something like affili&tinn might be desirable rather than amalgamation,
Would the Meeting allow him to explain that to Mr.Benson?In proposing the
Resolution,Mr,Burrows suggested the addition of the word "popular" befobde
ggaﬂtiue.h great deal depended on that word.They were not The Folk-Song

clety - they did not want to collect,or to act in a room or library or
study,they wanted to hand on the music to the people of the daye.

i thad much pleasure in seconding the Resolution,he felt that a most
complete case had been made out ,The movement was in full swing,it could not
be stopped & it must be directed.He was much impressed with the great
usefulness of the work which lay before the Sooiety.,

ir ,HUNTsthought the time had arrived when,if Miss Neal appealed to the offic-
IEIE of the London C,.C,Educ,Comm,she would find them ready.large classes
were being held this winter for the teaching of Games to teachers.He would
throughly support everything that had been sald,because the few times he m(¢
had seen the girls at the club perform they had made him live in an atmosph-
ere of free,open,country life that must essentially have beenthe
of England when the people enjoyed their lives,however hard t ey were,He
was sure Miss Neal would be the lst to give credit to certain people who
had done work of this kind for many years,among others Mr,Bray & Mr,
Masterman,who had worked for 10 or 12 yrs.with the Guilds of Play,teaching
Folk-Songs & Folk-Dances,though they had not reached anything like the
point touched by the Esperance Club,Teachers,too,had learnt much from Mrs,
Gomme's book on the subject,The lLondon teachers were perhaps behind those
under the direction of Mr,Burrows,but they were ready & they wanted some-
t%%gﬁ to make the lives of the uhildren hzigier than they are today,

by OWB8:had Jjust been at the Physical Training College,Chelsea,& had seen
a large class of Elementary School Teachers under the london County Council
learn the Morris Dances - so something had been done already. .

(ISS NEAL:tsaid that was part of the Esperance revival,l of her girls had

“started the class,

i, HARPER: thought it most satisfactory that it was not intended to confine
the Idea to London.Miss Neal's teachers had been all over England,& although
~h she spoke of the County Council as &f there were only 1 - there were
others,Education outside lLondon was in the hands of the County Councils,Mr,
Burrows had evidently impressed upon his County Council that the matter she
ould be taffen in hand,He did not know if the County Councils had been
induced to take an officlial part,

o BURROWS tNot ofiicial,

’ $That was of course the difficulty,but not one to be afraid of.The
Educ,Authorities all over the count might easily be shown the desirabil-
ity of taking the matter officially,It had been suggested to deal with it
in London as part of the organised games.In country districts the question
of organised games was not ag easy as in big towns,but it was sometimes




eagy to get into the curriculum certain things which,on the face of 1%,
were hot intended to be there.So very soon Folk-Songs & Morris Dances might
- be part of the curriculum in Element & Beco Schools,Perhaps it
would not be easy to attack the Authorities directly for this purpose,but
~with a Society it might be less difficult,If the Chairman of the Educ,Comm,
8. espethe ladies,would take this up in 1 or 3 schools in each county the
- Bducation Committee would probably consider 1%,

. “Might he suggest an immediate course of action?There was to be a perform-

'ance on the 28th.,of the mongth,0n the 26th there would be a Maatin% in

“London of Representatives of all the County Education Authorities;if this

“ Boclety were formed,& a suggestion made to that meeting,a number of members
from most of the counties of England & Wales would most llkely attend the
performance on Nov.28th.Every one of them would be an admirable missionary
to send forth to the county he represented.

Before pttting the Resolution THE CHAIRMAN asked whether the addition of
the word"popular'was apgrﬂved.Thia being so the original Resolution,with
the additionof the word"Popular",was put & carried unanimously.

1E CHAIRMAN said the next step would be to appoint a Provisional Committee,

e following were proposed:- ? Panem Lee

Lady Constance Iytton Mr,Montague Harrils

The Hon,Neville Lytton Mr,Hunt -

Mr,E,Burrows M\ Mrs.Pethick Lawrence
HrtEéi-iﬂ — (? U E;Hig -Hau%lzla.inn

Mrs,Gomme scice ey . (Namch /. B8 e ﬁ
Mr.Harper /{@qr Er.&pﬂiﬁiﬁg ? Sheuk |

(S8 NEAL; announced that Mr/Bradbury had consented to act as Treasurar,Mrs.
Pethicik Lawrence had given £10 towards the formation of the Socletyjshe
would be glad to have any further donations,An suditor would be appolnted
at once,

i, E, BURROWSipointed out +that one of the lst duties of the Provisional Comm,
would be to get up a Subscription list & compile a #théme of Subseriptions,

There must be some kind of Office,a Secretary & teachers,

iE CHATRMANAs a palnter I have been through the acedemic mill,so rightly
abused,& I have therefore approached life & art from the wrong side.It is
for thla reason that my enthusiasm for this movement is so great.About 200

8.,ag0 1t was thought that i1f only art could be patronised by the State &

yalty it would succeed & flourishjsince then artists have multiplied &
art has gone back.It has now come to be realised that art does not depend
on patronage,but upon the life which is led,The whole importance of this
movement seems to be that 1t adds to the dignity & exuberance of existances;
I hope that in the future everyone will look upon the Esperance Club as
the foundation of the Revival.One evening I had been to a music-hall,& had
heard the usual populas tunes.,The next day I went down to Hﬂrtfordahﬁre(
where Miss Warren had been teaching).Suddenly I heard a boy singing "Blow
Away the Morning Dew",It is hardly possible to describe the feeling this
tune produces.:t is like what happens when one goes abroad fn winter - one
has the cold £ misery of midwinter in one's nostrils & suddenly smells
the flowers in a bean-fleld.It is absolutely enchanting.At one of the Club
performances I met an 0ld soldier who had been out in India & was in
gearch of some form of occupation to reform the lives of the soldiers,He
was much impressed with the Morris Dances - 1t is the right thing to
substitute for drink,These Songs & Dances are a legitimate form of drunken
-ness - which generally come from a very proper desire for exhuberance
without any disasterous effects when one goes home,Mr,Cecil Sharp mentioned
the objection which will be made - that it is a revival.Now perhaps one of
the few advantages of my academlic training is that one realises that
everything is a revival = nothing is an invention.Perhaps "Hiawatha" may
be considered an invention as aftune,but the mere fact that it 1s an
iavention k=t is what makes it so entirely beastly.In the case of the
Gr.oeks,life & art was a revival from earlier formsjthe Renalssance was a
re7ival fromthe Greek,& the art of the 18th.century was derivative.There
is no point at which there is a new departure,The plant grows & flowers &
seeds again.There has been plenty of evidence to show the vitality of this
movemsmt,which will make a Merry England in the Future.Yhe immediate past
is a per{ud of seed,for which we shall be thankful later on.As to the idea
of combining with the Pageantry Soclety = I think that if those revivals
have & fault,it is that they are too much a pqstiche,a absolute copy of the
past.,In these dances people forget the past,present & future.Between the
Pageant & the Morris Dance there is the difference between something that
is vital & something that is not.I hope +this revival will steer clear of
the unvital slde.

MR.OTTO KYLIMAN:proposed a Vote of Thanks to the Chairman,which was seconded
by Miss Neal & carried with acclamation,

The girls of the Esperance Club then sang some Folk-Songs,




