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-¥orked herder at music than mathemstics

tes (Nov.1957)

Sharp born (on St.Cecilig's ﬂny){fﬁﬁﬁff-ﬁﬁl

Father interested in music., %old buildings?

Mother of Italian-Welsh extractiorn. Loved music,
Brother (Lewen) architect. Chairmen of Fire Brigade
Committee of L.C.C. d.1914 (Notice LCC
conne xion )

Elder sister Ethel - later Mrs Malcolm MeCall
Youngegh~ Evelyn =~ later Mrs Sharp-Nevinson
(Hh(nuveliat; social worker; member of Leabour Party)
& Nine |
Entered Uppingham — a schoel where music wss taken seriously.
Commemorated ss *the writer and musicien, the Collector of Englieh
Folk Songs"

Sert to Mr.Heppel/ for coaching., Family theatricals, music makings
there met Constance Birck (future wife)

To coach at Royston

To Clare College Cambr. Read mathematics.

1859
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;(This isy I think, importent in view of his unique ebility te take
down steps asnd configuration of dances)

—

L2

of ThixSic

L

(No mention of 'tuition' or formal stady: but hed among fellow
tudent b3 ‘knowled; © mies 1

studentus an excepvional ‘knovledge of' music., See above)

-¥ent_all out for enything that interested him, full blooded, excihhle{
argumentative, warm=hearted, Views founded ‘not én the ceeps but in |
the shallows®

It is evident (see Life p.8) that Sharp found his plessure and mex
many friendships in music, No mention of eny ‘qualification®s: but
the gereral iImpression is of the able, useful, likeable amateur,

~ame down from Cambridge
No mention of degree (could he aseertained};ﬁé-dgjwﬁ

(Hon. Degree of Master of Music in Cambridge 1923)
Told by father to.seek his. fortuneg:. recommended Australis (NO reason |
given -~ but his father was s reputable 'merchant! & may have .felt
unable to give his son any 'start® that appealed to his gifts, £11
“he seme - this seems rather odd: in the 1880's fustralia dees nod
strike one as the place to make a musical career: hut things turnd
out otherwvise,

Took clerk's job in Comw. Bank of South Austrelia Lkat
gExitkexgapxdakaraipxfrsraintesy & began to read law,
Became gssociate tothe Chief Justice of S.hustralig (later
described as 'the gay, debonair Aﬂsaciate*)

Resigned *'when situation became 'difficultt

Devoted himself to music.

Becameythrough Arthur Boult, Ascist., Organist et Adelapide Cegthedral:
Hon. Director of String ¢gt.Club. Conducted Govt, House Choral Secc. &
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tdelaide Philharmonic Choir.

188¢-81 Took private pupils for pienofortey; theory and compositions entered
into partnership with Gottfr. Reimann as Director of Adelaide Coll.
of Mugics Reimsnn put up capital, Sherp supplied the connexion

(I think here is an important pert of the story. Sharp had no formal
qualifications, but by personal abolity and social eddress was able to embark

L - in Australia - on a professional career. In England, which he visited as

A this time, he could neither obtain employment mor get his compositions |
published, Without entering the mugical profeseion in the accepted ways, he
neither then nor later, gained acceptance by the acedemic musical worlds nor I
has the EFDSS,which now regards such acceplance as sour grapesf_The FSS om
the other hand was founded under the aegis of leaders of the musical wormkdy

profession )

1889=91 In England

e S b Bid Sovd Sﬂﬂg_ﬂ of the VWest puhlished J.,;,,_}_ R £ Barcing Lozand b g H Fem byt SHeTd> OSL
.;ﬂ;ﬂ¥i£;§¥%3il Sussed Songs coll. by John Broadwoods gdditions by Lucy Broadwood
*%f;?if- < published.

1831 Partnership with Reimenn dissolved, under whom the College was
continued,
Sharp had not the heart ‘to begin all over again'
1892 In England, without resourcess desired 40 live, end make s living soO
as to "improve and satgsfy gmbition® (in music ) .Gained work im
1 lecturing end conducting, choral societiess private teaching notl a
succegs. People ‘'afraid to give unknown man a trial'.
1893 hppointed to Finsbury Choral Assoc. and Metropoluten Coll. Holloway
Resigned from former after row with Sir Hérbert Parry concerning e
1897 pupil*to whom he refused & professionel ﬁpgﬂrtmity.ww *
1883 In England ﬁ&aLﬁiyfﬁm;ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁJcn?m?ﬂf?fﬁiﬁ“*% Bbra Lo
| English Caunﬁz_ﬁeugﬁﬁpuhlished. "Phe first fruits of systematic
ﬁmgriﬁgﬁr?ﬁ?Hﬁi o collecting of folk songs over & wide areas in which & number of

S S Aty Cooimmisih o i pecple have been engaged™ This collection was the 'first® real

) gt L =~ S stimulus of public interest. The songs were videly sung, and many

Tﬂ,fﬁﬁf#Fifgg A published in usual sheet-music form. Miss Broadwood, and her cousin

i ' J.k.Faller-Maitland {leter music critic of The Times) were both

e —

persons of social standing, and moving in the leeding musicsl
cirele of the time. |
1893 Sherp aeppointed music-master at Ludgrove. (at Kew Bayrnet) a prep.
school mainly for Eton. In this yeer he became engaged to» Constance
Birch, They were married by C.L rson, at Clevedon Somerset,
(Marson was at &hat time pries® In a Lenden slum)} (See Life,p.21)
Poverty, ill-health, & diseppointment at Sharp‘s engrogement in
. folk music saddened her life, There were 4 children 2 — Dorothes, 5
VOOl <he : g gp—
24% Charles, Joan,, Susannah, ' <C s
‘ 1866 Lppointed by the owner, Arthur Hlackwu&dﬁ‘Principal of Hampstead}
:ﬁxr'*f-i;;ﬁﬁﬂﬁirﬁmif Conservatoires cﬁllected.dxatlngulsh%d staff. In IQQEE being, no .4f
Wyﬂf&f?%;ng“-f?ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁé longer on good terms resigned (See Life p. 24 ) Thg main cause of
Wy CIMLREYS . quarrel seems to have been one of salarys or fulfilment of agreemmn
The Committee later sent Sharp a letter & testimonial of regard
{(possibly ohe formed for the sccasion)
1898 Folk Song Society founded, President: Sir Hubert Parry. The
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'this is mentioned in the.Llfe. I saw thﬂ igeﬂdﬂ ate among, papers
et CSH, et 4 DA

1907
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inguguration was under the aegis of the musical & educationsal
professions,

It should be understood that Sharp wes not then even aware of

Folk Music, Ll . l» (vasa
o Neifesudley facto, o Mil-had - Shawb pul s mbae cluditie Wiy 2

Heard Mattie Kajfflater Mrs Algernon Llnda} in Lancashire: bruughﬂg;

her to Londons she was given a scholarship at the Conservatoires &

sang for his lectures in the next ten or more yesrs.

Saw Headington dancers - noted 5 tunes from W.Kimber (eet.27)

concertina-plaeyer. HMade no use of this incident beyond

harmonising the tunes.

Published Book of British Song., In preface speaks of songs of

1folk-origin® remarks that Chappell made ne: serious effort to

gather the innumerable song and dance tunes still to be heard in

country places®

It is difficult to reconcile the latter part of this sentence with

the often-repeated statement that Headington was & ‘revelgtion!

‘ & new world of bheauty' My guess is that remarks about revelation

end so on are those of his friends and biogrephers. That

Headington proved fo later to make & turning point wes due to HMary

Neal (sece her account of visiting Sherp 1905}

British Song seems to have contained folk songs, and he was avare

of direct *transcribing® by ‘recent collectors'. He desired to hear

folk song for himself & betook himseelf to

Marson, now at Hambridge N 5

The story of his "first folk song'! and ﬂllhﬁhls epigode in: the L1fe§

ig different frem Merson's, 4 footnote says ‘Marson was seldom w"ﬁ1g

about a fact® -

Folk Songs from Somerset,; vol. I with Marson e

Sharp joined Folk Song, Society - o« Ite saime *W;-:J‘““Mﬁgf“

Folk Songs from Somerseb, vol.ii & with Marsﬂn & ESJ, 6

"Interview in Morning Post" -

Resignation from Gﬂﬂﬁ&ﬂvatﬁlre (above)

Vigit of Mary Neal - & f$urning point®

Invitation te Kimber & his cousin (?&.Klmhnr} tec teach Espersnce

Girls.

Folk Songs from Somerset, vol.iii with Marson _

Irreparable breach with Harsnn (ﬂfter a well intentioned buti indis

move on Sharp's part}wien Mz s \Hu‘“fl-hfu’f“‘;fﬁ"v o b

Board of Educstion's Suggestions recnmmendlng Folk Seong

Sherp elected to FSS Committee

¥rites to Morning Post etc. attacking Board nf Education proposals

(whick were materially supported: by ESS) i

The FSS took exception to a member of the commxttee eiring nis

personal views, contrary tc his fellﬂw cnmmlttea members' in the

public press.) e

¥rotey, for publication at own expense - Engllsh Folk Squs: Some

Conclusions, i:;..:hj'_-::-'-.:ri‘_..-._."'.-' \ST7 Dediea L (e "-‘_:-::-xr:.u:.1 -.U,;b.e_g 3 "x

Remained a member of FSS committee, But about 1918 called a meeting

Yo discuss formation of an sssociation of his owvRg, I don't think

l

wis an
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Morris Book Pt.l dedlcated tu the Girls of the Egperan&e Club
Conference at Gﬂupll Gallery .
Formation (without Sharp) of issociation for RE?1VF? & Practiﬂe
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of Folk Music, under Presidency of Earl of Lytton (Lateq Guild of
Morris Dancers, or Esperance Morris Guild,) }

i

B o r Life p.81: I am not sure that the Life ig correct here, in the
CRETL . & Name 'Esperance Morrisg Guild! and in the ensuing argument
regerding Mary Neal's purpose.’

Sharp, though dissoeciated from the Esperance Club, from time to
time co-operated with Mise Neal - at Stationers® Hall 1908, and in
Competitions at Stratford where Sharp & Burrows {(HMI) adjudicated.

1908 Sharp seriously advocates the Art of folk dancing (later fFine Art?)
| | this view received its fina%ié ublic® judgement st the hands of the
LGP D Inland Revenue., Maud Karpeles, abewé (RedOfere, said to me that the

L L

1€ Truales fzanedy in @& policy of the present Direction had "got the Society to Ehe place
045 %, | . vhere Mary Neal had wanted it to be 40 years previously.
. Héhgﬁ}ﬂh (fus Hiee 0> Most curiously Pat Sh-Shaw told me that Joan Sharp says - or is
el | canonlolline = reputed to have said - that "her father would strongly epprove of
e R the Society today™ .igg)
i 1808 Board of Education recognised the morris dence
Sharp established his schoosl of Morris danceyxEbarpxartskkixkad
at the S.W. Polytechnic: himself gs Director: the echool under Miss
Wilkie (headmistress of the Physical Training College}: Singing pmes

Ary Lede Lemms under direction of Mrs Gomme , (I have here & circular referred to
i in the dutobiography, The Life quoting circulars; states that the

"authoritgtive proncuncement of the Board of Education has maede
imperative the establishment. the of & Training School for folk dancin
_ ~ what the circular does Sgy is: fHitherie the progress of the
—hie 15 & eterenges o movement has been seriocusly hiundered by the totsl absence of any
rlomel orgeniged provisoon for the sydtematic training of teachers. Indecd
it is feared that; owing to the dearth of compedlent inmstructors mauny
hQave already learned to dance the morris in weys not sanctioned by
Tradition®

¢ .
Thel 145t ddbtlecd. réddd bl ow e b1 ot
¢ is from this date that the public Legen to join in g correspyndanc
bDitherto civilised (see Life, p.80) and the argument became inflemed
into & voleano.
L ek - e IQIF Sharp supplanted Mary Nepl at Stratford
P N - Qiguﬁ, Miss Negl in Americs
ot hey Bast avd koo Folk Dance Club started: germ of EFDS

HE by

ysmded. <7 1910 Public correspondence in Horning Post -~ in which Sharp e xpounded
Wit ariittasiy/s the need for 'expert knowledge® o ‘appreise the traditional valwe of
the revived dances; to detect faked dances, & exercise wise
disceetion with regard teo corrupt dances"

: One asks nowy where or heow this ‘expert knowledge'! was %o be found, &
Fiiy =0 L'whu possessed it: and if the inference is, that it was te be found
In Sharp alone of the thrze progenftors of the Revivaly, on what
grounds other than self-styled supremacy, could Sharp claim this
expettige? |
Miss Neal’s Guild won a good deal of public support by its orgenistior
& 'eflfective results® |

The Guild's summer school at Stratford was an ‘attraction® but the
Board ef Governors now began 6o consider if the finsccuracies' of the
dacing might not 'sully the reputation of the Festivalf (sic.Lifep,8r:
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dt was at this point that Miss Neal visited Kimber to test this
question of faccuracy’ wkth the result desccibed.

It is not clear what the outcome was in 1910 = i.e, which body of
dancers was invited to the school

In June 1910, Sharp lectured and gave demoustratione et Crystal
Palace Festival of Empire: Chelsea stidents performed, Miss Real
proposed having a question ssked iIn Parliament gbout the ‘'exceeding
of rights' in using the students for ‘private advantage'. Sharp

had received no fee for the lectures, sc the wuestion did nol imn
fact arise

{This sounds very odd — but perhaps Sharp asked for a '*platform' at
which to publicise his views and the 'entertainment' provided by the
demonstration was held to effset the use of 'space’ in Uhe Palace
Grounds: while any gate-—money went to %the *objects' of the Festiwvel.
I heve no idea how these things sre conducted.

t) Grove's Dict. of Music (new ed. prob. ond) Articie on Folk Song
did not mention Sharp's neme - Chech sxuibor 4oakds,

Miss Neal sccepts invitation to Americe. Arrives to find engasgements
cancelled, through the activities of ‘s friend of Sharp's® vho
reported that *The Board of Education in Englend had thrown her over
Miss Neal returning, found she ‘no lenger bad the vhole~hearted
support of the Stratford Festival Governors following a ‘conferencef
to discuss ‘diverse views® Sharp's ‘'programme was subgtituted for
Miss Neal's. |

Sharp feld théis to be a Ygrand opport mity': among the staff appoin
were Miss Maud and Miss Helen Karpeles: HMiss Walsh (later Mrs
Eettlewell) Mattie EKay

The School was repeated for a week al Xmas

Morris Book iv puklished., Macilweine declininog to be cited as joint-
author (see Preface) | |

 Some mebers of the Chelses classes = the Misses Karpeles, Miss

' Walsh & other friends got up dance-meetings emong friends - a8 *The
. Folk Dance Club! they gesve & public charity performance at the

' Portmann Roome. Since the tClub®y distinct from the Polytechnic

 had ‘eome about in a natural way, Sharp threw his aegis ower itte it
: hacame the EEBS%W forma¥ly constituted on Dec.S5 1911,

| From this, the actusl progenthors ef the EFDS were Maud & Helen

| Karpeles, In the commitite appointed, Sharp was included: he is not
. at thistime described as ‘Director'® or ‘Founder®. Helen Karpeles

. was first Hom. Sec.

Conference at Stratford to discuss relative claims of ‘Accuracy
affording artistic delight® or ‘enjoyment with such accuracy &s ther
obtainable' The Conference propesed e ‘National Beard® with Sharp &
Mary Neal both on Directorate: Miss Neel expressed wiliingness %o°
sesist,RVE (on EFDS Committee gnd at the Conference threw

weight on the side of taccuracy®) Nothing eventuated, end both
parties continued independently. EFDSH# conducted the School «f st
Stratford during the Shakespeare Festival.

‘Shakespeare's England' in Londony with Miss Keglfs dancers -
including sword by boys from the Reckitt's Factory at Héll, & from
Thaxted, attracted Reysalty and meny other viditors.

One interesting thing in this wedifying atory is the eontinued
attachﬁment of the dance to 'Shakespeare® — with the subsequent

establishiBRtTBT SIpGpaTE LMot isH Al what was at the time being collected
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: The above full—tlmg activities may exnlein vhy folk Song publ ighi;
e, by Sh&“‘hé & even collecting,y came %o 4 stendgti]l - :

Collechen s 1653



